Hyperlipidemia - a diabetic emergency.
Treating hyperlipidemia in diabetics requires distinguishing between hypercholesterolemia, with its high risk of cardiovascular disease, and hypertriglyceridemia, which, if severe, may cause pancreatitis. Hypercholesterolemia is best managed with diet and, if necessary, colestipol and niacin. Hypertriglyceridemia with chylomicrons responds best to diabetic control, weight loss, and low-fat diet.